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The constituent congress (Congreso Constituente Democratico, CCD), whose members were
elected in November 1992, began operations at the beginning of the year. As of Jan. 11, legislators
had drafted and approved nearly all of the internal regulations which will guide the CCD in its
oversight, legislative and constitutional reform functions through the end of its term in 1995. On
Jan. 13, the CCD began debate on legislation which would broaden application of the death penalty
to include the crimes of treason, terrorism resulting in death or serious material damages, and
first-degree murder. Under the 1980 constitution, the death penalty can only be applied in cases
of treason committed during war against another nation. If the legislation is passed by the CCD,
and then approved by referendum, the new death penalty regulations would take effect before
the CCD carries out constitutional reforms. Those reforms are also expected include expansion
of application of the death penalty. Like the proposed legislation, the new constitution will also
be put to a national referendum. In other political developments, campaigns for the municipal
elections, scheduled for Jan. 29, continued. Candidates have requested government protection from
attacks by Sendero Luminoso (Shining Path). Since its inception in 1980, Sendero has consistently
targeted electoral processes and candidates. Authorities said a Sendero assassination squad was
responsible for the Jan. 11 murder of Lucio Galindo Echenique, the candidate for mayor of the Lima
district of Villa El Salvador who served as deputy mayor there. It was also in Villa El Salvador that,
in February 1992, Sendero assassinated deputy mayor Maria Elena Moyana. As of Jan. 25, a total
of 17 politicians, including at least 10 candidates for the municipal elections, had been murdered
by suspected rebels since the elections campaign began in late November. Another 100 candidates
have resigned from the race in response to threats. Many candidates who opted to remain in the
race were reportedly seeking refuge on military bases in order to assure their security. As part of
the government's efforts to crack down on rebel organizations, for the first time Peruvian police
recently began arresting lawyers who defend accused terrorists as well as journalists who cover the
activities of Sendero Luminoso and other rebel groups. The government plans to try the lawyers
and journalists on charges of "justifying terrorism" (apologia del terrorismo). On Jan. 11, police
arrested Alfredo Crespo who served as defense attorney for Sendero leader Abimael Guzman on
charges of possessing subversive propaganda. Crespo is head of the Association of Democratic
Lawyers (Asociacion de Abogados Democraticos, AAD). The government has long considered the
AAD to be a Sendero front organization. Two other AAD lawyers were arrested along with Crespo:
Jorge Cartagena Vargas who defended Sendero second-in-command Osman Morote- -and Andres
Coello. According to newly-appointed head of the National Anti- terrorism Directorate (Direccion
Nacional Contra el Terrorismo, DINCOTE) Gen. Carlos Dominguez Solis, Crespo and Cartagena
Vargas were responsible for planning Sendero's most recent activities directed at sabotaging the
municipal elections. Dominguez Solis presented both lawyers who strongly deny any involvement
with Sendero outside of legal services provided to their clients to reporters on Jan. 13. Dominguez
Solis said investigators are still gathering evidence against Coello. In an attempt to head off rebel
attacks during the municipal elections, on Jan. 21 nearly 700 troops and police officers carried out
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house-to-house searches in Canto Grande, a shanty-town section of the capital considered to be a
Sendero stronghold. The troops, many wearing ski masks to conceal their identities, arrested about
70 people. Police suspect Sendero rebels were responsible for two bomb attacks against Coca-Cola
installations in Lima Jan. 22. The first attack against a bottling plant killed two people and injured
five while the second which targeted a distribution center resulted in extensive material damages
but no casualties. The bombings followed an incident in which the fuselage of an American Airlines
passenger plane was hit with small arms fire as it landed at the Jorge Chavez international airport
in Lima. Only minor damage was reported. (Sources: Notimex, 01/11/93; Spanish news service
EFE, 01/11-14/93; United Press International, Reuter, 01/22/93; Agence France-Presse, 01/13/93,
01/20-22/93, 01/24/93; Associated Press, 01/20/93)
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